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Mr. Jack Klaren
Windjammer Cruises & Travel Services
3458 Babcock Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Dear Mr. Klaren:

Secretary Slater has asked me to respond to your letter in support of the formal
complaint that the American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) has recesntly  filed
with this Department against a number of airlines (Docket OST-99-6410).  ASTA
alleges that in cutting the commissions that they pay travel agents, th.e airlines
are engaging in unfair practices and unfair methods of competition in violation
of 49 U.S.C.  342712.

The airlines filed their responses to ASTA’s complaint on December 10. it is now
up to the Enforcement Office to review the complaint and responses and
determine whether, under our statute, the complaint should be pursued or
dismissed. Under these circumstances, it would be inappropriate for me to
comment on the substance of your letter. You can track the pleadings as well as
the Department’s actions through our Dockets web site at http:[/dmsdot.gov.
Clicking on “search” and then typing “6410” in the space for the dockea number
and again clicking on “search” will bring up a list of all documents in h docket.
Each item can be opened.

The Department’s ex parte rules, 14 CFR Part 300, require that I place your letter
and a copy of this reply in Docket OST-99-6410.

Sincerely,

&uel Podberesky
Assistant General Counsel for

Aviation Enforcement and Proceedings
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